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ORDINANCE NO. 2001- 101 

ANORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, PROVIDING THAT THE 

FLORIDA FIRE PREVENTION CODE SHALL BE DEEMED 

ADOPTED; PROVIDING FOR LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE 

FLORIDA FIRE PREVENTION CODE; REPLACING CHAPTER 12, 

ARTICLE IV OFTHE PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE (CODIFYING 

ORDINANCE 98-29, AS AMENDED) IN ITS ENTIRETY; 

PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR 

APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY AND 

ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 

CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING 

FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE 

CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to recent amendments to Chapter 633, Florida Statutes, the State 
Fire Marshal shall adopt by rule a statewide minimum firesafety code, known as the Florida Fire 
Prevention Code, which incorporates current editions of NFPA 1 Fire Prevention Code and NFPA 
101 Life Safety Code, both as may be amended by the State Fire Marshal by rule; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 633, Florida Statutes, requires local governments with firesafety 
responsibilities to enforce the Florida Fire Prevention Code as the minimum firesafety code; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 633, Florida Statutes, authorizes local governments to adopt more 
stringent local amendments to the Florida Fire Prevention Code which strengthen the requirements 
of the minimum firesafety code; and 

WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Fire Code Advisory Board has recommended that 
the Board of County Commissioners adopt local amendments to the Florida Fire Prevention Code 
as set forth in Appendix A attached hereto. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 12, Article IV of the Palm Beach County Code (codifying Palm Beach 
County Ordinance 98-29, as amended) is hereby replaced in its entirety by the provisions set forth 
in this Ordinance and the attached Appendix A. 
SECTION 2. In accordance with Sections 633.0215 and 633.025, Florida Statutes, the “Florida 
Fire Prevention Code” adopted by the State Fire Marshal in Rule Chapter 4A-60 of the Florida 
Administrative Code, as may be amended, including NFPA 1 Fire Prevention Code (2000 edition) 
and NFPA 101 Life Safety Code (2000 edition), both as modified by Rule Chapter 4A-60 of the 


Florida Administrative Code, is deemed adopted by reference as the minimum firesafety code, and 


is hereby amended by the local amendments set forth in Appendix A attached hereto and 


ee 
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incorporated herein. The local amendments adopted by this Ordinance shall be known as the 
“Palm Beach County Local Amendments to the Florida Fire Prevention Code." The Florida Fire 
Prevention Code as amended by the Palm Beach County Local Amendments to the Florida Fire 
Prevention Code may be hereinafter referred to as "this Code." 

SECTION 3. The Board of County Commissioners hereby determines that the local 
amendments set forth in Appendix A are more stringent than the minimum firesafety code and 
strengthen the minimum firesafety code in — with Sections 633.025 and 633.0215, 
Florida Statutes. 

SECTION 4. The provisions of this Code shall be in full force and effect in Palm Beach 
County, Florida, within the boundaries of any Fire-Rescue municipal service taxing unit (MSTU) 
established by ordinance, and within any municipality that has entered into an interlocal agreement 
for fire protection services from Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue and has enacted an ordinance 
to adopt this Code within the municipality, unless otherwise provided by the interlocal agreement. 
SECTIONS. The provisions of this Code and any orders issued pursuant thereto may be 
enforced under the procedures and penalties of Chapter 162, Florida Statutes, as set forth in 
Chapter 8.5 of the Palm Beach County Code (“Code Enforcement Citation System") and section 
14.2 of the Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code (“Enforcement by Code 
Enforcement Special Masters"), all as may be amended or recodified from time to time; section 
125.69, Florida Statutes, as may be amended or recodified from time to time; or any other means 
lawfully available for the enforcement of this Code. Additionally, the Fire Official may seek an 
injunction in circuit court to enforce any order issued pursuant to this Code. 

SECTION 6. Repeal of Laws in Conflict: Any laws or ordinances in conflict with this 
Ordinance which Palm Beach County is authorized to repeal are hereby repealed to the extent of 
such conflict. 

SECTION 7. Savings Clause: Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 1 and 6 of this 
Ordinance, all provisions of Chapter 12, Article IV of the Palm Beach County Code (codifying 
Palm Beach County Ordinance 98-29, as amended), as originally enacted and amended, are 
specifically preserved, and shall remain in full force and effect, for the limited purpose of enforcing 
any alleged violations of said law which occurred prior to its repeal. 

SECTIONS. Severability: Ifany section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this 


Ordinance is for any reason held by a court to be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding 
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shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 9. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances: The provisions of this 
Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach 
County, Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 
such, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," or any other appropriate 
word. 

SECTION 10. Effective Date: The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective on 


January 1, 2002. 


APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
County, Florida, on the 18 day of _ December ‚ 2001. 


RV gu PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
DOROTHY Н. WILKEN, CLERK NN... OU Y ITS BOARD OF COUNTY 


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ». (ARRUMISSIONERS 
к 1 D e^ LJ 
"а: COUNTY 
? Momo 


By: 
Deputy Clerk 


vs BETTEN 
Ф 
APPROVED ASTOFORMAND "raue nao? 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 
BY: 


County Attorney 


Filed with the Department of State on the _ 28th day of December _, 2001. 
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APPENDIX А 


PALM BEACH COUNTY LOCAL AMENDMENTS 
TO THE FLORIDA FIRE PREVENTION CODE 
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Chapter 1 
Administration & Enforcement 


1-1 Title. 

In accordance with Sections 633.0215 and 633.025, Florida Statutes, the “Florida Fire 
Prevention Code” adopted by the State Fire Marshal in Rule Chapter 4A-60 of the 
Florida Administrative Code, as may be amended, including NFPA 1 Fire Prevention 
Code (2000 edition) and NFPA 101 Life Safety Code (2000 edition), both as modified 
by Rule Chapter 4A-60 of the Florida Administrative Code, is deemed adopted by 
reference as the minimum fire safety code, and is amended as set forth herein and 
referenced below by the modified NFPA 1 section number. The amendments adopted 
herein shall be known as the “Palm Beach County Local Amendments to the Florida 
Fire Prevention Code.” The Florida Fire Prevention Code as amended by the Palm 
Beach County Local Amendments to the Florida Fire Prevention Code may be 
hereinafter referred to as “this Code.” 


1-3 Scope. 

‚ Exception No. 1: This Code shall apply to detached one (1) and two (2) family dwellings 
’ for sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12 only. 

Exception No. 2: This Code shall apply to single use non-commercial agricultural 
structures on property zoned for single family dwellings for sections 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12 
only. 


1-4.1.1 The provisions of this Code shall be in full force and effect in Palm Beach. = M 


County, Florida, within the boundaries of any Fire-Rescue M.S.T.U. established by — 


ordinance, and within any municipality that has entered into an interlocal agreement for 


fire protection services from Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue and has enacted an _ 
ordinance to adopt this Code within the municipality, unless otherwise provided by the _ P 


interlocal agreement. 


1-4.1.2 There is hereby established a fire prevention bureau, The Bureau of Safety 

Services (B.O.S.S.), which shall be under the direction of the authority having 
jurisdiction (AHJ). The functions of this bureau are to be; (A) to inspect all buildings : + 
according to the schedule in Table 1-4.1.2 of this Code for the purpose of ascertaining | + 
and causing to be corrected any violations of the provisions of this code, (B) to review... 


plans to assure compliance with this Code, (C) to investigate the cause, origin, and 
circumstances of any fire, and (D) to provide public education in the areas of fire and 
life safety. 
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TABLE 1-4.1.2 
SCHEDULE OF FIRE INSPECTIONS 


Buildings subject to this code are to be inspected to assure fire code compliance 
per the following schedule: 


Ambulatory Health Care 
Detention/Correctional 
Residential Board and Care 


Apartments (3-6 units with common area) ` Еуегу 3 уеагѕ 
Apartments (3-6 units without common area) Every five (5) years 
Apartments (7-20 units) 


Apartments (over 20 units) = брае 

Hotel Dormitories = 
Lodging or Room Houses " 3 
| Business |  Evy2yes | a 
Industrial/Manufacturing À 24 


Special Property Use 


Additional inspections may be scheduled by the Fire Official based on new 
construction, alteration of building construction or occupancy, or in response to 
complaints or observed fire code violations. 


1-4.1.3 Before conducting an inspection of a building, structure or premises, the AHJ 


2 


shall дат consent from the owner, his representative, or other person having charge 
or control of the building, structure, or premises, except during emergency conditions 
as defined in Section 1-4.6. 


1-4.1.4 If consent is not granted, the AHJ shall obtain an inspection warrant as 
provided for in Florida Statutes, section 933.20 through 933.30. 


1-4.10 The AHJ shall have the authority to investigate the cause, origin, and 
circumstances of any fire, explosion, or other hazardous condition. The АН. shall have 
the authority to take custody of all physical evidence relating to the cause of the fire, 
explosion, or other hazardous condition. Florida's Public Record Law shall govern what 
information will be made part of the public record. 


1-4.14.1 The authority to order immediate evacuation of an occupied building, as 

provided in 1-4.14, or the summary abatement of a hazardous condition, as provided 

in 1-4.5, shall reside only with the АН. ог his designee. The immediate evacuation or 

summary abatement shall be limited to the action necessary to remove or remedy the 
imminently hazardous condition. Such order shall be immediately effective and shall 

‘recite with particularity the facts supporting the immediate evacuation or summary 
abatement. | 


1-4.14.2 Anyone whose property interests are adversely affected by the summary 
abatement or immediate evacuation shall be entitled to a subsequent hearing before the 


_ Board of Appeals and Adjustments, as is established by Section 1-8 of this Code. Upon . m " 
the Board's receipt of a written notice requesting a hearing with respect to an immediate — 


evacuation or summary abatement, the Board shall set such a hearing for a date no 
latter than five (5) working days from the Board's receipt of the written notice. The 
Board's written decision, with its supporting factual findings, shall be mailed by certified 
mail to the appellant within two (2) working days after the hearing. In all other ореол, 
the procedures of Section 1-8 shall apply. = = => / 


1-4.17 Permitting and Inspection. The inspection or permitting of any building or plan - 


by any jurisdiction under the requirements of this Code shall not be construed as a 
warranty of the physical condition of such building or the adequacy of such plan. No 
jurisdiction nor any employee thereof shall be liable in tort for damages for any defect 
or hazardous or illegal condition or inadequacy in such building or plan, nor for any 
failure of any component of such building, which may occur subsequent to such 
inspection or permitting, pursuant to this code. 


1-4.18 Administrative Orders. From time to time, when deemed necessary, the Fire 
Marshal, with the approval of the Fire-Rescue Administrator, may draft administrative 
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orders for the purpose of clarifying and carrying out the intent of this code. А! 
Administrative Orders shall be on file in the office of the Fire Marshal. Additional copies 
shall be kept at the Plans Review Office and the Inspection Office for distribution to the 
public. Such orders shall be enforced as if a part of this code and be in full effect upon 
approval of the Fire Administrator 


1-4.19 In accordance with Section 633.025(4)(d), Florida Statutes, any substantially 
affected party shall be entitled to a hearing before the AHJ to challenge a local 
amendment's compliance with the statutory requirements. The challenge must be filed 
in writing with the AHJ, must state with specificity the basis for the challenge, and shall 
contain such data and documentation upon which the challenging party seeks to rely. 
Unless the AHJ agrees to stay enforcement of the local amendment, or other good 
cause is shown, the challenging party shall be entitled to a hearing within forty-five (45) 
days of the AHJ's receipt of the challenge. The challenging party shall be notified of the 
date and location of the hearing. 


The AHJ shall be authorized to conduct hearings on local amendment challenges 
brought pursuant to Section 633.025(4)(d), Florida Statutes. At the hearing, the AHJ 
“shall provide the challenging party and County staff an opportunity to present testimony 
and evidence. All testimony shall be under oath. The formal rules of evidence shall not 
apply but fundamental due process shall be observed and shall govern the proceedings. 
The burden of proof shall be on the challenging party, but the local amendment shall not 
be presumed to be valid or invalid. The АН. shall render a written decision containing _ 
a summary of the testimony and evidence presented and the АН. 5 findings and. ^ 
conclusions. in 
The AHJ's decision may be appealed by the challenging party to the Fire Code Board ` 
of Appeals and Adjustments within thirty (30) days after the AHJ's issuance of a written — . : 
order. Such appeal shall not be a hearing de novo. The appeal shall be limited to ^" 
appellate review of the record created before the AHJ. The Board shall reverse the |. ... 
decision of the AHJ only if it determines that there is no substantial competent evidence Mio 
to support the AHJ's decision. : 


If the written order of the АН. or the Board of Appeals and Adjustments determines that , =. 
the challenged local amendment or any part thereof does not comply with the applicable |“ 
statutory requirements, then said local amendment or part thereof shall be deemed void — 
effective as of the date of the written order. Such holding shall not affect the remainder 

of the local amendments. 


The decision of the Board of Appeals and Adjustments shall be final action which may 
be appealed by the challenging party to the State Department of Insurance in 
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accordance with Section 633.025(4)(d), Florida Statutes. 


1-5.4 Referenced Standards. Documents referenced in this Code shall be considered 
an integral part of this Code without separate adoption. If specific portions of a standard 
are denoted by the Code text, only those portions of the standard shall be enforced. 
Where Code provisions conflict with a standard, the referenced documents provision 
shall be enforced. Permissive and advisory provisions in a standard shall not be 
construed as mandatory. 


1-5.10 Validity. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Code is for any reason 
held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this Code. 


1-6.5 All fire safety systems, equipment, and devices installed in lieu of or as ап 
alternative to other code requirements, as permitted by this code, shall be considered 
required systems, and shall comply with the appropriate standard. 


`1-8 Board of Appeals and Adjustments. 

1-8.1 General. Whenever it is claimed that the provisions of this Code do not apply, or 
when it is claimed that the true intent and meaning of this Code or any of the regulations 
thereunder have been misconstrued or misapplied, or when it is claimed that a decision 
is unreasonable or arbitrary as it applies to alternatives, the owner or his duly 
authorized agent may appeal the decision of the АН. to the Board of Appeals ап... 
Adjustments. Notice of appeal shall be in writing and filed within thirty (30) days after 
the decision is rendered by the AHJ. Appeals shall be on forms provided by the AHJ. 


1-8.2 Board of Appeals and Adjustments Created. 


There is hereby created a Fire Code Board of Appeals and Диети: herein after 


referred to as the “Board”, consisting of nine (9) members who are qualified by training 
and experience to vary the application of the provisions of this code, and act on related 


matters, and to perform such other duties as established herein. The Board shall be — 
appointed by the Board of County Commissioners. All members must reside within  — 
Palm Beach County at the time of appointment and while serving on the Board and shall :: ; 
be qualified electors of Palm Beach County. The Board shall adopt rules and _ 


regulations for conducting its business. A quorum for said Board shall be a majority of 
the total membership of the Board. The АН. shall designate a representative to act as 
Secretary to the Board. 


1-8.3 Recommendations to Board of County Commissioners. The Board shall 
review this Code and make recommendations, in the form of specific amendments, to 
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the Board of County Commissioners for corrections, additions, substitutions or deletions 
to said Code for the purposes of clarification, applicability, public safety, and changes 
in technology, so as to maintain this Code as an effective and responsive document. 


1-8.4 Composition. The composition of the Board of Appeals and Adjustments shall 
be as follows: 


a One (1) registered engineer, practicing in the mechanical field. 

b One (1) registered engineer, practicing in the fire protection field. 

с. One (1) Florida or Palm Beach County certified general contractor. 

d. One (1) representative of the insurance field. 

e One (1) certified fire sprinkler contractor. 

Е One (1) citizen of Palm Beach County, not eligible under other 
membership categories. 

g. One (1) registered architect. 

h. One (1) Palm Beach County municipal building official. 

i. One (1) Palm Beach County municipal fire service representative. 


“Where a member is required to be registered or certified, same shall be issued by the 
State of Florida unless otherwise specified. 


1-8.5 Vote Calculation. Each member shall have a full vote. ае 


1-8.6 Тегт. Тпе members shall serve three (3) year terms. There shall be no limit on .. 


the number of terms an individual may serve. 
1.8.7 Removal/Absences. All members shall be subject to the rules, adopted bythe  .... 
Board of County < »mmissioners, governing Board participation and attendance. ads ES 


1-8.8 Fire Code Advisory Board. When sitting solely in its advisory capacity, the Я 
Board shall be known as ће Fire Code Advisory Board and shall be composed of ће # 
same members as the Board of Appeals and Adjustments. Persons appointed to the * 
Board of Appeals and Adjustments shall be deemed to be likewise m. to the "es UR 
Code Advisory Board. EU. | 


1-8.9 Procedures on Appeal. | В Bi 
1-8.9.1 Hearing. Upon receipt of the notice of appeal by the Board, a hearing shall be 
held at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board, with notice to the appellant, 
the AHJ, and the members of the Board, at least five (5) working days prior to said 
hearing. Special meetings may also be called by the Board provided that five (5) 
working days notice is given to both parties. If the applicant requires a special meeting 
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to be called, the appeal fee shall Бе One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). Both the appellant 
and the Fire Marshal, or their representatives, shall attend the hearing and may present 
evidence at same. The Board shall consider each appeal on its own merits and shall 
base its decision only on the evidence presented at said hearing. 


1-8.9.2 Board Action. The Board, upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the votes 
present, shall either 1.) affirm the decision of the AHJ, 2.) modify the decision of the 
АН. ог 3.), reverse the decision of the AHJ, and affirm the appellant's position. The 
Board's decision, with the reasons therefor, shall be in writing and a copy shall be 
mailed, by certified mail, to the appellant, within ten (10) days after the hearing. All such 
decisions shall be final, subject to judicial review as provided by law. 


1-8.9.3 Tie Vote. In the event the Board is deadlocked in a tie vote, the appellant may 
request the Board to defer final action until the next regular meeting date or a specific 
date certain. The appellant shall be entitled to one (1) such deferral as of right. The 
matter shall be deferred and heard de novo, unless the majority then present at the time 
deferral is requested vote for the matter to be determined upon the record only for the 
‚ upcoming hearing after deferral. 


1-8.10 Decisions. 
1-8.10.1 The Board of Appeals shall ee for reasonable interpretation of the 


provisions of this Code and rule on appeals from decisions of the AHJ. The Board may . 


approve an equivalent alternative in accordance with Section 1-6 of this Code. 


1-8-10.2 Action. The Board shall, in every case, reach a decision without unreasonable 
or unnecessary delay. If a decision of the Board of Appeals and Adjustments reverses 
or modifies a refusal, order, or disallowance of the AHJ, the AHJ shall immediately take 
action in accordance with such decisions. 


1-8.11 Fire Marshal Order Stayed, Exception. Pending the disposition of an appeal 
scheduled for hearing, the order or decision of the AHJ sought to be appealed shall be 


re 


stayed unless the АН. certifies under oath, based upon available data, that an extreme . im 


danger to life or property exists, warranting immediate compliance under this Code. 
Said certification must be included in the order and be filed with the Board within ten 
(10) days after the notice of appeal is filed. 


1-8.12 Conflict Resolution 

1-8.12.1 The enabling authority of the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
and the Fire Code Board of Appeals and Adjustments shall be amended to grant the 
Board authority to hear those matters and render decisions in accordance with Section 
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553.73(8), Florida Statutes, regarding conflict between the applicable minimum building 
code and the applicable minimum fire safety code. 


1-8-12.2 The duties and functions of the Construction Board of Adjustments and 
Appeals and the Fire Code Board of Appeals and Adjustments shall be amended to 
include the following: 


a. To entertain appeals of decisions made jointly by the local AHJ and the 
local building official, in accordance with Section 553.73(8), Florida 
Statutes. 

b. To resolve conflicts between the building code and the fire code, in 
accordance with Section 553.73(8), Florida Statutes. 


1-8.12.3 The Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals and the Fire Code Board 
of Appeals and Adjustments shall rotate the duty to fulfill the functions as set forth 
herein and in Section 553.73(8), Florida Statutes on an annual basis. 


1-8.13 The Board of Appeals and Adjustments is hereby authorized and empowered 
‘to hear and rule upon appeals from orders of the АН. in local amendment challenges 
brought pursuant to Section 633.025(4)(d), Florida Statutes, and in accordance with 
Section 1-4.19 of this Code. 


1-9.2 Existing. Conditions not in strict compliance with this Code may be BEE to | 
continue, if in the opinion of the AHJ, these conditions do not constitute а distinct hazard... 


to life or property. 


1-14.4 Annual Certification of Central Stations. 


1-14.4.1 Central stations shall certify to the AHJ, that they meet the following — 


requirements: 


1. That the central station maintains a listing for monitoring fire alarm er 


systems, under the requirements of UL-827; 


2. Thatthe central station provides and maintains two independent means to ue er 
retransmit a fire alarm signal from a protected premises to the Fire-Rescue . 


Dispatch Center. The primary means of re-transmission shall be 
supervised so that interruption of a re-transmission circuit communication 

integrity will result in a trouble signal at the central station; and 
3, That the central station maintains a local phone number within the area of 
е the fire department dispatch center, or provides the fire department with a 
toll free number, by which the fire department can contact the central 
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station. 


The required certification shall be forwarded to the AHJ between October ist and 
November 30th, on an annual basis or immediately on change of any of the criteria as 
required in this section. 


1-14.4.2 Central stations which do not provide the acceptable certification to the AHJ 
shall not monitor required fire alarm systems within the fire department's jurisdiction. 


1-14.4.3 Central stations which monitor required alarm systems shall maintain a record 
of inspections and repairs, in a form as prescribed by the AHJ. Said records are to be 
located at the main fire alarm control panel of each protected premises, with copies 
maintained at the central station facility. 

1-14.5 Excessive False Alarms. T 
1-14.5.1 Maximum No. of False Alarms in a 12 Month Period. The transmission of 
more than three (3) false alarm signals by an automatic fire detection system or a 
medical alarm system within a twelve (12) month time period is excessive. This period 
“ of time shall begin October 1 and continue thru September 30 of the following year. No 
person shall allow or cause the prevention of the transmission of, for any reason, an 
alarm by an automatic fire detection system or a medical alarm system. This includes 
systems used by anyone or systems serving the premises of a building occupied and 
controlled by such person. 


_ 4-14.5.2 Charges for Excessive False Alarms in Residential Structures. The 


Dg 


activation of four (4) or more false alarms within a twelve (12) month period will be =- 


handled according to the following: 


A) For the fourth through sixth false alarm within a twelve (12) month period, 
the alarm user or building owner shall be billed a one hundred dollar 


($100.00) service charge per occurrence, which shall be considered a debt р | | | 


owed to the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue Department. 


B) For the seventh through ninth false alarm within a twelve (12) month _ е 
period, the alarm user or building owner shall be billed a two hundred . 


dollar ($200.00) service charge per occurrence, which shall be considered 
a debt owed to the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue Department. | 
С) For the tenth and each successive false alarm within a twelve (12) month 
period, the alarm user or building owner shall be billed a three hundred 
dollar ($300.00) service charge per occurrence, which shall be considered 

=. а debt owed to the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue Department. 
D) The tenth and each successive false alarm within a twelve (12) month 
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Е) 


period shall be determined to be a public nuisance. In this event the АН.) 
may (1) process a complaint for each occurrence to the Palm Beach 
County Code Enforcement Special Master for corrective action, or (2) enter 
into an agreement with the owner to implement appropriate corrective 
action to remedy said nuisance(s). Funds documented as expended by 
the owner for corrective action, shall, upon receipt of documentation by the 
AHJ, be deducted from the debt owed to the Palm Beach County Fire- 
Rescue Department for excessive false alarms. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to required alarm systems for 
an initial period of two (2) months from the date the fire alarm system is 
accepted by the АН.. 


The АН. shall determine the number and frequency of such false alarm signals and 
notify the alarm user or building owner of amounts owed and shall make demand 
thereof, pursuant to the provisions of this Code. The County may initiate proceedings 
to collect said fines after demand thereof has been made by the АН.). 


1-14.5.3 Charges for Excessive False Alarms in Commercial Structures. The 
' activation of four (4) or more false alarms within a twelve (12) month period will be 
handled according to the following: : 


A) 


B) 


С) 


О) 


For the fourth through sixth false alarm within a twelve (12) month period, 
the alarm user or building owner shall be billed a two hundred fifty dollar 
($250.00) service charge per occurrence, which shall be considered adebt . 
owed to the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue Department. — 

For the seventh through ninth false alarm within a twelve (12) month 
period, the alarm user or building owner shall be billed a five hundred 
dollar ($500.00) service charge per occurrence, which shall be considered 
a debt owed to the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue Department. 

For the tenth and each successive false alarm within a twelve (12) month 
period, the alarm user or building owner shall be billed a one thousand 


ате 


dollar ($1,000.00) service charge per occurrence, which shall be -< 


considered a debt owed to the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue .: 


Department. 

The tenth and each successive false alarm within a twelve (12) month - 
period shall be determined to be a public nuisance. In this event the AHJ 
may (1) process a complaint for each occurrence to the Palm Beach 
County Code Enforcement Special Master for corrective action, or (2) enter 
into an agreement with the owner to implement appropriate corrective 
action to remedy said nuisance(s). Funds documented as expended by 
the owner for corrective action, shall, upon receipt of documentation by the 
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AHJ, be deducted from the debt owed to the Palm Beach County Fire- 
Rescue Department for excessive false alarms. 

Е) The provisions of this section shall not apply to required alarm systems for 
an initial period of two (2) months from the date the fire alarm system is 
accepted by the АН.. 


The АН. shall determine the number and frequency of such false alarm signals and 
notify the alarm user or building owner of amounts owed and shall make demand 
thereof, pursuant to the provisions of this Code. The County may initiate proceedings 
to collect said fines after demand thereof has been made by the АН.. 


1-16 Permits and Approvals. 

1-16.17 Any permit authorized to be issued by the AHJ pursuant to this Code shall be 
subject to suspension, revocation or denial by the АН. upon the AHJ's determination 
that conditions exist which make the permitted activity imminently hazardous to life or 
property. The AHJ's order suspending or revoking a permit shall cite with particularity 
the facts supporting the suspension or revocation. The suspension or revocation shall 
be effective immediately upon notice to the permittee at the location indicated on the 
' permittee's application. Upon suspension or revocation of a permit, the permittee shall 
be entitled to appeal the decision of the AHJ at a subsequent hearing of the Board of 
Appeals and Adjustments. Upon the Board's receipt of a written notice requesting a 
hearing with respect to a permit suspension or revocation, the Board shall set such a 
hearing for a date no later than five (5) working days from the Board's receipt of the 


written notice. The Board's written decision shall be mailed by certified mail to the dud 


permittee within two (2) working days after the hearing. In all other евра, the 
procedures of Section 1-8 shall apply. 


1-18.1 Plan Review. The АН.) shall examine or cause to be examined all plans for 
construction, alteration or remodeling of any structure, except one and two family 
detached dwellings, including any installed system, and shall ascertain by such 


examination whether the construction indicated and described is in compliance withthe _ 
requirements of this Code. Such plans shall include, but not be limited to, construction - - 
drawings, specifications, computations and additional data as deemed necessary bythe, .. 
AHJ. All project site plans shall be reviewed under the provisions of the applicable ed 


sections of this Code. uus Ban 
1-18.7 If the plans submitted for review do not conform to the requirements of this Code 
or other fire related laws or ordinances, the AHJ shall reject said plans and, provide in 
writing the reason(s) for rejection. Plans must then be re-submitted for review in 
accordance with the Building Department policies and procedures. 


1-18.8 For all work for which plans must be reviewed, as set forth in Section 1-18.1 of 
this Code, and for all services associated therewith, a fee shall be paid as required at 
the time of submission of the plans or as required services are performed. For all 
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inspections conducted pursuant to Section 1-4.1.2 of this Code, a fee shall be imposed 
for each building, based upon fixed property use. All fees shall be in accordance with 
the current Paim Beach County Fire-Rescue Fee Schedule (Table 1-18.8). 
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TABLE 1-18.8 
PALM BEACH COUNTY FIRE-RESCUE FEE SCHEDULE 


1. Plan Review Fees 
A. The following formula, which is based on the valuation of the proposed work, shall 
be used to determine plans review fees. 


$0.00 up to $25,000.00 Charge 0.5% total valuation of work. 
With a minimum of $20.00. (This works 
out to $5.00 per thousand dollars of value.) 


$25,001.00 to $100,000.00 Charge $125.00 for the first $25,000.00 
and then charge 0.25% of the balance of 
the value. (This works out to be $2.50 per 
thousand dollars value for the balance.) 


$100,001.00 to $500,000.00 Charge $312.50 for the first $100,000.00 
| and then charge 0.125% of the balance of 
value. (This works out to be $1.25 per 
thousand dollars of the value for the 
balance.) 


$500,001.00 to$1,000,000.00 Charge $812.50 for the first $500,000.00 
and then charge 0.0625% of the balance of 
the value. (This works out to be $0.625 
per thousand dollars of value for the | 
balance.) | =: 


$1,000,000.01 and up. Charge $1,138.50 for the first million and 
then charge 0.03125% of the balance of. 23 
the value. (This works out to be $0.3125 NM 
per thousand dollars of value for the · : =: 
balance.) | т ГИЧ 7 i 
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В. Set forth below are examples of valuations and estimated correlating fees. 


[10000000 | вю | 
Г зоо | вы | 
[— зоо | воно 
[ко | 1250 


C. Design Review 


A fee of fifty ($50.00) dollars will be charged for design review of drawing or 
specification. This amount may not be refunded. 


D. Civil Drawings 


A fee of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars will be charged for the plans review of all civil 
drawings. 


E. Water Flow Tests : 
A fee of seventy-five ($75.00) dollars shall Бе paid for all flow tests performed by 
Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue on wet hydrants. 


А fee of one hundred fifty ($150.00) dollars shall Бе paid for all flow tests 
performed by Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue on dry hydrants. 
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Plan Revisions 
The following fees shall apply to the various revisions and related services: 


I) Pre-Permit Minor Revision: No charge. 
2) Pre-Permit Major Revision: 10% of the original fee. 
3) Post-Permit Revision: $5.00 per page, with a minimum fee of 


$20.00, except when value increases 
(then see schedule). 


4) Restamp: $2.50 per page with a minimum fee of 
| $10.00. 
5) Invalid Permits: 30% of the original fee. If construction has 


commenced, payment of a fee for the 
remaining construction is based on the 
original schedule. . 


Completion Agreement Fees | 
A fee о two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars will be assessed for each incomplete 
code item at the time of the execution of the completion agreement. 


INSPECTION FEES: : | n 
The schedule for inspections, per building, based on fixed property use, ‘shall be P 


as follows: 

НИИ SER 
$0298 sing GS 
1,001 - 5,000 seating capacity | 150.00] - 
Е 
[7 [м 


С. EDUCATIONAL (PRIVATE SCHOOLS): 75.00 


D. HEALTH CARE, HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME, 

Te ea HEALTH CARE, ETC. 
5,000 sq. ft. 5,000 sq. ft. and under | under 

5,001 - 15,000 sq. ft. 
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Е. RESIDENTIAL BOARD AND CARE: nen 


5,000 sq. ft and under 


ЕТ 
Готова [106 
ООО 80 
F.DETENTONCORRECTONAL | | 
[100001 2000090 ET] 
ООО 35000 
|въгорвматоомне nouses | | 


[016 units [550 
ін. HoTELDORMTORIES: | 


1. MERCANTILE, BUSINESS AND STORAGE: | | 
[5.000 sq. ft and under [3500 
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5,001 - 15,000 за. ft. 75.00 
15,001 - 30,000 sq. ft. 150.00 


15,000 sq. ft. and under | 65.00 | 
200,001 - 500,000 sa. ft. | 250.00 | 
2 


К. TEMPORARY STRUCTURES: 


All Residential = | 2500 


N. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FACILITIES: BONES 


[5.001 - 15.000 44 — — — — | 12800 
[30001-100000s94.. — 1 25000 
200,001 - 500,000 sa. f. [aooo 


L. COMMERCIAL LP GAS FACILITIES: | p- ; 
M. OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING INSPECTIONS: wi 


All Commercial | | Г 35.00 |. 25 
5,000 $4. ft and under | 75 00 ú ^ 
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О. MULCHING FACILITIES: MK 
All 150.00 


Ill. Reinspections: 

There shall be a twenty-five ($25.00) dollar charge for reinspections which require an 
additional, third or more, trip to a building or job site by a Fire Inspector. This fee shall 
be applicable to New Construction and Existing Inspections. 


IV. Fire Department Survey (Water Supply): 

There shall be a twenty-five ($25.00) dollar charge for any survey conducted by Palm 
Beach County Fire Rescue to establish adequacy of water supply, distance to closest 
fire station, and/or any other pertinent insurance information. 


V. Refunds: 

Refunds may be granted in accordance with this section. Refunds will be granted only 
on plan review fees in excess of one hundred ($100.00) dollars. For plan review fees 
‚ in excess of one hundred ($100.00) dollars, fifty (5096) percent of the fee is refundable 
on valid application and permits. No refund shall be granted once work has 
commenced. 228 


МІ. Failure to obtain a permit: 
The plan review fee shall be four (4) times that specifi éd in this table, should МОК s 
commence prior to the fire plan review and approval as required by the fire official. | 


1-18.9 The permit holder or his agent shall notify the AHJ to conduct the following 
inspections of buildings and such other inspections as may be necessary. The AHJ 
shall either approve that portion of the construction or shall notify the permit holder or 
his agent of any correction to be made to comply with this Code. 


1. Frame Inspection: To be made at the time of Building Department 
inspection. Items to be inspected shall include, but not be limited to: fire 
hydrant locations, Fire Department access, rough-ins for stair dimensions, 
egress windows, smoke detector locations and fire alarm device locations. 

2: Fire Protection Systems: To be inspected and tested upon completion of 
that system or portion of system prior to final fire safety inspection. 

3. Final Fire Safety Inspection: To be made upon completion of the building 
and all installed systems. 


1:18.10 Once all provisions of this Code have been met, a letter of Fire Code 
Compliance shall be issued by the AHJ to the Building Official prior to the Building 
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Official issuing a Certificate of Occupancy for the premises for which the building permit 
had been issued. 


1-19.5 The provisions of this Code and any orders issued pursuant thereto may be 
enforced under the procedures and penalties of Chapter 162, Florida Statutes, as set 
forth in Chapter 8.5 of the Palm Beach County Code ("Code Enforcement Citation 
System") and section 14.2 of the Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code 
("Enforcement by Code Enforcement Special Masters"), all as may be amended or 
recodified from time to time; Section 125.69, Florida Statutes, as may be amended or 
recodified from time to time; or any other means lawfully available for the enforcement 
of this Code. Additionally, the AHJ may seek an injunction in circuit court to enforce any 
order issued pursuant to this Code. 


1-19.6 The AHJ, and such fire safety inspectors that he may designate, are hereby 

designated as code enforcement officers for the purpose of issuing citations under the 

code enforcement systems set forth in Chapter 8.5 of the Palm Beach County Code and 

Section 14.2 of the Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code, all as may be 
amended or recodified from time to time. 


1-21 Requirements Not Covered by Code. · ` 

Where provisions of this Code do not address specific situations involving protection of 
life and property from the hazards of fire, smoke and explosion, compliance with 
nationally accepted standards of good practice shall be evidence of compliance with the 


intent of this Code. 7 ара 3 m eun 


Chapter 2 
Definitions 


2.1 Tense, Gender and Number. 

For the purpose of this Code, certain abbreviations, terms, phrases, words and their 
derivatives shall be construed as set forth in this Chapter. Words used in the present 
tense include the future tense. Words in the masculine gender include the feminine and 


neuter. Words in the feminine and neuter gender include the masculine. The singular. ...:; 
number includes the plural and plural number includes the singular. Words not defined : 
herein shall have the meanings stated т NFPA Standards, building code, Standard . 


Mechanical Code, Standard Plumbing Code, or Standard Gas Code and/or Webster's 
10th New Collegiate Dictionary, as revised. 


2-1.14 Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) - The Fire Official or his designee 

2-1.166 Costs- those necessary and reasonable expenses incurred by the County in 
connection with investigating, mitigating, minimizing, removing or abating discharges 
of hazardous substances, including, but not limited to, the following: Actual labor 
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expenses of County personnel ог its authorized agents; expenses of equipment 
operation and rental; and expenses of expendable items including, but not limited to, 
fire fighting foam, chemical extinguishing agents, absorbent material, sand, recovery 
drums, acid suits, acid gloves, goggles and protective clothing. 


2-1.167 E.P.A. - Environmental Protection Agency. 


2-1.168 Fire Division - A portion of a building so separated from the rest by fire-walls 
that it may be erected to the maximum height and area allowed for the governing 
occupancy and the type of construction, independently of adjoining occupancies or 
types of construction. Reference the building code. 


2-1.169 Sealed Container - Non-opened sealed containers conforming to ICC/DOT 
standards for shipping. (Once a container has been opened and the manufactured seal 
is broken, it can not be resealed to meet the standard required by this code.) 


Chapter 3 
General Provisions 


3-1.5 Overcrowding. 
The number of occupants of any building or portion thereof shall not be permitted to 
exceed the allowed or posted capacity, determined in accordance with this Code. 


3-4.1.1 Applications for Open Burning Permits. All open burning shall be regulated . 


in accordance with Florida Statutes, and any applicable епоса! agreements. 
Applications for open burning permits may be obtained at the Fire-Rescue Station 


nearest the proposed burn site. Applicants shall be issued an open burning permit only - 


upon submittal of written authorization from the Palm Beach County Health Unit, the 
Florida Division of Forestry , or the AHJ. Permit holders of commercial/residential land 


clearing, prescribed burning and agricultural SUNG permits shall obtain bum. `- 


authorization daily from the AHJ. 


3-5.2 Access Roadway Required. Every building or structure hereafter constructed DS 
shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of access roadways with an all- : = 
weather driving surface of not less than twenty (20') feet of unobstructed width, with . . . 3. 


adequate roadway turning radius capable of supporting the imposed loads of fire 
apparatus and having a minimum vertical clearance of thirteen (13') feet six (6") inches. 
The access roadway shall be extended to within one hundred fifty (150') feet of all 
portions of the exterior walls of any building and within two hundred (200!) feet of 
residential buildings. Where the access roadway cannot be provided, approved fire 
protection system or systems shall be installed as required and approved by the AHJ. 


20 


The access roadway may be extended to within five hundred (500') feet of the most 
remote portion of a building protected with an approved automatic fire sprinkler system. 
When the roadway access terminates in a dead end depth of over one hundred fifty 
(150') feet, turnarounds of the following dimensions shall be provided; one hundred 
(100') foot diameter cul-de-sac, ninety (90') foot wye, forty-five (45') foot shunt and 
ninety (90') foot hammerhead. Diagrams of same appear in Table 3-5.2. During 
construction, when combustibles are brought onto the site in such quantities as deemed 
hazardous by the AHJ, access roads and a suitable temporary supply of water 
acceptable to the АН. shall be provided and maintained.. 
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Dead End Length 
0 - 150". 
Over 150" 


100" 


Table 3-5.2 


/ 


Width Turn Around Feature’ 
20' None 
20" 100" cul-de-sac 
90" hammerhead 
90" муе 
45" зПип! 
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3-5.7 Speed Bumps. Speed bumps, if installed, shall not exceed a slope of three (3") inch 
rise in a twelve (12") inch run and shall be spaced no closer than seventy-five (75') feet apart. 


3-5.8 Loading Zones in Fire Lanes. Fire lanes fronting a retail establishment may have 
loading zones. Each zone shall not exceed twenty-five (25') feet in length nor shall the 
combined loading zone footage exceed twenty (20%) percent of the building frontage. 
Loading zones shall be located no closer than seventy-five (75') feet apart, with a maximum 
fifteen (15) minute time limit imposed. 


3-5.9 Modifications to Fire Lane Clearances. When approved by the AHJ, the above 
required clearances may be modified. 


3-6 Fire Department Entry Systems. The AHJ shall have the authority to require a fire 
department entry system to be installed in an approved location where access to or within a 
structure or area is difficult. The entry system shall be a type approved by the АН. and shall 
contain keys necessary to gain access as required by the AHJ. The operator of the premises 
shall immediately notify the AHJ and provide new key(s) any time a lock is changed or re- 
keyed and a Кеу($) to that lock is contained in the fire department entry system box. 


-3-7.1 Building Addresses. 
Approved numerical and/or alphabetical addresses shall be posted for all new and existing 
buildings in such a fashion that it is plainly visible and legible from the street or roadway. All 
address related numbers/letters shall be posted on contrasting backgrounds and shall be 
consistently placed where practical. All building numbers and/or letters shall be a minimum 
of eight (8") inches in height. 


“рол eR TERMS TE Bo 
3-7.1.1 Unit Identification. a! e m E 
1. In multi-unit commercial buildings, all unit identification numbers/letters shall be 
a minimum of six (6") inches in height. at 
2. In multi-family residential buildings, all unit identification numbers/letters shallbe ~*~ 
a minimum of four (4") inches in height. E 
3. n multi-unit buildings, two stories and up, directional unit identification signs shall см 


be posted outside of each elevator/stairwell. This will apply ща when there is - Se 
an option for direction of travel. Bee 


534 ад BO& Xd STs 5 


3-7.1.2 Additional Posting. Bae eut * Cres, CI IRR 
А! multi-unit buildings that can be accessed from the rear, also shall have the ics aid. gen 
unit numbers posted at the rear of the building. When property layout, landscaping, or 
driveway design limits the visibility of the address, additional signs shall be posted to identify 
buildings or direction of travel to reach buildings. Numbers and/or letters shall be a minimum 
of six (6") inches in height. 


£- 
3-7.1.3 Addressing of Multi-Unit Buildings. п buildings which utilize a roadside 


23 


marquee/signboard, the full building address shall be posted on such marquee/signboard. 
When the building utilizes multiple addresses, such as multiple occupant mercantile buildings, 
the address range shall be posted as indicated above. All marquee/signboard numbers and/or 
letters shall be a minimum of eight (8") inches in height. 


3-11 Hazardous Waste. 

3-11.1 Where the storage or accumulation of combustible waste matter used in stores, 
apartment buildings, factories or other similar places is a hazard or menace of fire, said 
storage of such material shall be removed daily. 


3-12 Outside Storage of Forest Products. 

3-12.1 Scope. This section applies to outside storage of wood chips, hogged material, 
timbers, logs, construction material, land clearing materials, wood pallets and like products for 
the purpose of mulching. 


3-12.2 On site storage of processed and unprocessed material shall be limited to a pile height 
of fifteen (15) feet. 


3-12.3 Pile sizes shall not exceed one hundred feet Бу two hundred feet (100'x200'). 


| 3-12.4 The minimum separation between piles shall be fifteen (15') feet. 


3-12.5 Access roadways with a minimum clearance of twenty (20") feet shall be Be 


around the entire mulching facility and be approved by the AHJ. 


3-12.6 For additional requirements Appendix Е, „МЕРА 230 shall apply and become, = Sa 


mandatory. 


3-13 Interior Displays. 
3-13.1- Motor Vehicles Inside Buildings. When a motor vehicle is displayed inside a 
building, the purpose of which is other than the retail sale of said motor vehicle, the following 
conditions must be met: 


1. Fuel tanks shall be drained to less than 1/4 of tank ER ше tanks for де 


diesel powered vehicles need not be drained) 


2. Fuel caps shall be taped shut or fitted with a ee cap; си m M dcr EE. 


3. The "hot" lead of the battery shall be disconnected. : 


3-13.2 Vehicles Powered by LP & CNG Gas. Vehicles and trailers powered by iquifed Г . 
petroleum and compressed natural gas тау be displayed inside a building when in - 


accordance with the guidelines in МҒРА58. 


3.13.3 Display of Gasoline Powered Equipment Inside a Building. Unless approved by 
the AHJ, gasoline powered equipment shall not be placed on display within a covered mall or 
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а place of assembly unless а permit is obtained from the AHJ. The position of such 
equipment within the mall shall be subject to compliance with the conditions of the permit. 


Chapter 5 
Fire Safety Construction Features 


5-3.1 Fire Separation Assemblies. Fire separation assemblies required by this Code 
and/or the Building Code shall be maintained. 


Chapter 6 
Building Services 


6-1 Electrical Fire Safety. 
6-1.1 This section shall be enforced in cooperation with the authority responsible for enforcing 
the electrical code. 


6-1.6 Scope. 

6-1.6.1 The following Sub-section (6-1.6) shall apply to the permanent or temporary use of 
electrical appliances, fixtures, motors, or wiring. 

* Exception: Low-voltage wiring such as communication and signal wiring. 


6-1.6.2 Abandonment of Electrical Hazards. 

6-1.6.2.1 When any electrical hazards are identified, measures to abate such conditions shall 

be taken. All identified electrical conditions in permanent wiring shall be srought to he. NA 

attention of the authority ВОИС me electrical code. pois 
азана = : et пу А. аа, а 

6-1.6.3 Open junction boxes and open wiring splices shall be prohibited. и covers спа 

shall be provided for all switch and electrical outlet boxes. ; 4 


6-1.6.4 Electrical Motors. All electrical motors shall be maintained in a manner free from . 
accumulations of oil, waste and other debris which will interfere with required motor ventilation | 
or create a fire hazard. ET 


6-1.6.5 Extension Cords. 
6-1.6.5.1 Conditions of Use. Extension Cords a are ee опу with portable appiances 
or fixtures. While in ) immediate use:- 

1. Esch extension cord shall be Es directiy into : an ви RAN abd - Ma 
shall, except for approved multiplying extension cords, serve only one appliance — . = 
or fixture. 3s 

2. The current capacity of the cord shall not be less than the rated capacity of the 
appliance or fixture. 

£ 3. The extension cord shall be maintained in good condition without splices, 
deterioration or damage. 

4. The extension cord shall be of the grounded type when servicing лака 
appliances or fixtures. 


p% E 
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6-1.6.5.2 Limitations. Extension cords and flexible cords shall not be affixed to structures, 
extend through walls, ceilings, floors, under doors or floor coverings, nor be subject to 
environmental damaging physical impact. 


6-1.6.6 Multiple Adapters. The use of multiplug adapters such as multiplug extension cords, 
cube adapters, strip plugs or any other device that do not comply with this Code or the 
electrical code, is prohibited. 


6-1.6.7 Access. A minimum of thirty (30") inches (762 mm) of clearance shall be provided 
in front of electrical control panels for access. 


6-1.6.8 Non approved appliances. Electrical appliances or fixtures shall not be sold, offered 
for sale or rent, disposed of by gift or premium, nor made available for use or used unless they 
are of an approved type. 


6-1.6.9 Temporary Wiring. 

6-1.6.9.1 Temporary wiring for electrical power and lighting installations shall be permitted 
during the period of construction, remodeling, repair or demolition of buildings, structures, 
* equipment or similar activities. 


6-1.6.9.2 Temporary wiring for electrical power and lighting installation shall be permitted for 


a period not to exceed ninety (90) days for Christmas decorative lighting, carnivals and similar Е. 
purposes and for experimental development work. 5 34 
"T d 

6-1.6.9.3 When temporary wiring is attached to a structure, it shall be attached i in an approved EET d 
manner. | 4 
Chapter 7 | | Е. 

Fire Protection systems TUN 2d E. 

7-1.5 Installation of Non-Required Fire Safety Systems and/or Equipment When non- T 


required fire safety systems are to be installed, said system shall (а) be permitted; апа (Б) е _ 
installed as an engineered system or installed in accordance with a standard of recognized . . -.% 
good practice. Non-required fire safety ета: need not contain all design features or include HU 
all components of a required system. - 


7.2.2.2 Exception 1: The use of Fire Department pumpers to meet the water ana EN : 
requirements as specified т NFPA 14, may be accepted by the AHJ. "et 


7-2.3.1 Exception: In residential type occupancies, when acceptable to the AHJ, standpipe 
hose cabinets may have the fire hose removed and not replaced. Cabinets shall then be 
marked, "FD Hose Connection". When fire extinguishers are located in the same cabinet as 
the standpipe connection, the cabinet shall then be marked "Fire а and FD Hose 
Connection.” 
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7-3 Automatic Sprinkler. 
7-3.2.1.1 Automatic sprinkler systems shall be installed: 


PUES 


5. 


In storage occupancies where storage height exceeds twelve (12') feet. 
In hazardous (Group H) occupancies as defined by the building code. 
In health care occupancies, restrained and unrestrained. 
In detention and correctional occupancies. 

Exception: Use Condition | (free egress) facilities 
See Table 7-3.2.1.1 for additional sprinkler requirements. 


Exception 1: This section shall not apply to agricultural processing and agricultural storage 
buildings if, after a thorough fire risk analysis by the AHJ, it is determined that a distinct hazard 
does not exist as set forth in Section 1-9.2 of this code. The determination shall be based on 
, but not limited to, the following criteria: 


9 490 (ctn 


Limited combustibility of the structure. 

Accessibility of fire apparatus to all areas of structure. 
Low content fire load. 

Availability of adequate water supply/distribution system. 
Remoteness of building(s) to surrounding structures. 

The use of fire loss prevention programs, ie. fire brigades. 
Low occupant content. 

Controlled public access. 


Exception 2: In open parking structures, as defined in NFPA 88A Standard for Parking 


Structure, 1998 edition, fire sprinkler system shall not be required if the following conditions . „y. 
are met: | 


7. 


2 
3. 
4 


Type І, Il or IV with 1 hour protected construction type, in accordance with. 
SBCCI, and 

Class | standpipe system installed рег NFPA 14 Standard for the Installation of · 
Standpipe, Private Hydrant, and Hose Systems, 2000 edition, and 


Manual pull stations installed per NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code, 1992 | = 


edition, and 


Double lined space marking between parking > with eighteen ( 187 inch - : 


minimum ran 
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TABLE 7-3.2.1.1 


Occupancy S.B.C S.B.C. S.B.C. TYPE IV S.B.C. TYPE V S.B.C. TYPE М 
TYPES! | TYPES Ill 
AND II 


— E Timer [uen Дои [ueno ева [uvis | 
Гот раа [00m [нож [тож [лож [мою [10000 [ram | 
сасне [som [mom [mom wow [wow [woo [оо [am | 
inser [e000 orso |Зъюо [ana | оза | 18000 | 15000 [mom — 
Deae [1200 [soo [замо [soo | r20w [во emo aco | 
see — [zo woo ro [зао [vam [2000 [тво [som — 


Chart denotes the maximum area allowed, per floor and/or fire division without automatic 
sprinkler system. 


7-3.2.1.2 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems required by this Code, or used as an alternative 
' to a requirement of this Code, shall be installed in accordance with the appropriate NFPA 
Standard. In residential occupancies where a porch or balcony exist that is a part of a living 
unit, the sprinkler system shall be extended to the porch or balcony. 

Exception: one (1) and two (2) family detached dwellings. 


7-3.2.1.3 Fire Department Notification. The Fire Department shall be notified immediately .. 


Бу an approved monitoring facility when any water flow occurs in a required automatic ^ -`-: 


sprinkler system. This requirement does not apply to detached one and two family dwellings 
equipped with 13D systems nor to non-required systems. — — 


7-3.4.3 Minimum Design Requirements. All sprinkler systems shall be designed at a point 
not greater than ninety (9096) percent of the tested water supply curve. 


7-3.4.4 All fire department connection shall be located not more than one hundred fifty (150') 


feet from a fire hydrant measured along fire department vehicle access. Fire department - 


vehicle access shall be determined by the AHJ. | uL. 


7-5.2.1 All dry hydrants shall be inspected, tested, and maintained annually and be done in | ani 
accordance with МЕРА 1142, Water Supply for Suburban and Rural Fire Fighting, 1999 ->- 


Edition. 


7-5.2.2 Fire Flow in Agricultural Areas. In bona fide agricultural buildings in areas of the 
County where fire flow requirements cannot be met due to a lack of a water supply system, 
a‘dry hydrant/drafting site designed and installed in compliance with N.F.P.A. 1142 shall be 
deemed as an acceptable alternative to fire flow requirements if one (1) of the following fire 
protection features is also provided: 


A. An early fire detection system installed in accordance with N.F.P.A. 72. Said 
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system shall include smoke or heat detectors and central station monitoring. 
B. The use of fire resistive methods and materials of construction are used in the 
building. 
Exception: Buildings protected with an engineered fire sprinkler system installed with 
the following: 


A. An approved domestic water supply may be used providing required flow for a 
duration of thirty (30) minutes. 

B. Design density from the first sprinkle head of 0.42 gpm/sqft and a minimum 
design density of 0.19 gpm/saft over the hydraulically most remote twelve 
hundred (1,200) sqft of the structure. 

C. Quick response fire sprinkler heads shall be utilized. 

D. Minimum sprinkler head spacing shall be ten (10') feet by ten (10!) feet. 

E. Monitoring in accordance with section 7-3.2.1.3 of this code. 


7-5.5 Water Supply Fire hydrants shall be provided for the protection of all buildings or 
portions of buildings hereafter constructed. Fire hydrants shall be provided along required fire 
apparatus access roadways and adjacent streets. The minimum number of hydrants available 
to a building shall not be less than that listed in Table 7-5.5A. The number of hydrants 
- available to a complex or subdivision shall not be less than that determined by spacing 
requirements listed in Table 7-5.5A when applied to fire apparatus access roadways and 
perimeter public streets from which fire operations may be conducted. Existing hydrants on 
public streets may be considered available unless fire apparatus access roadways extending 
between properties and easements are established to prevent their obstruction. The average 


spacing between fire hydrants shall not exceed that listed in Table 7-5.5A except thatthe AHJ . 
may accept a deficiency of up to ten (1096) percent where existing hydrants provide allora .., 


portion of the required fire hydrant service. Regardless of the average spacing, no point on 
the street or access roadway adjacent to a building shall be further from a hydrant than that 
distance listed in the last column of Table 7-5.5A. Plans and specifications for the installation, 
modification, or alterations of any on site fire service main or fire hydrant shall be submitted 
to the AHJ prior to installation along with hydraulic calculations, for review and approval i in 
accordance with Tables 7-5. 5(а) through (с). The duration for fire flow shall Бе a minimum of 
two (2) hours. 
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TABLE 7-5.5. (а) 
NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF HYDRANTS 


Max Distance 
From Hydrant to 
any pt. on St. or 
Rdway frontage, 
Note 3 


Minimum 
Number of 
Hydrants 


Average Spacing 
Between Hydrants 
(FT. Notes 1,2,4 


. Fire Flow 
Requirement in 
GPM 


[mew | 31 | —* | оо 
| 180-2000 | 2 | so | 25 | 
| 2500-2999 | з | so | 25 — 
| 3000-3499 | з | ажо | 25 | 
| 3500-440 | — 4 | жо | 20 | 
[ 450-500 | s | so | 9 so | 


NOTES 


1 Reduce by one hundred (100!) feet for dead end streets or roadways. 

2. Where streets are provided with median dividers which can be crossed by. 
firefighters pulling hose lines, or where arterial streets are provided with four or 
more traffic lanes, hydrant spacing shall average five hundred (500') eal on 


each side of the street and be arranged on ап alternating basis. — xg 
8, Reduce by fifty (50') feet for dead end streets or roadways. - 
4. Where new water mains are extended along streets where hydrants are not Ei 


needed for protection of structures or similar fire problems, fire hydrants shall be , 
provided at not greater than fifteen hundred (1,500') foot spacing to provide юг =: 
transportation hazards. A 
5. Hydrants shall be within five hundred (500^) feet of the most remote portion of 
buildings, measured by vehicular access and building perimeter. d 
Exception to Note 5: Freestanding buildings not less than fifty (50") feet from another structure -. E 
and less than twenty-five hundred (2,500') square feet and not exceeding twelve (12) feet .... :; 
in height, are not regured to provide a fire hydrant within five hundred (500) feet of that | 
building. i Е 
6. In devalopmanis of wholly one-and-two family dwellings, hydrant spacing may - 4 
be increased to а maximum of one thousand (1,000) square feet when ай 
dwellings are equipped with an approved fire sprinkler system. 
7. All fire hydrants shall be located a maximum distance of twelve (12') feet from 
the fire department's roadway access as approved by the AHJ. 


TABLE 7-5.5 (b) 
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FIRE FLOW GUIDE FOR BUILDING OTHER THAN 
ONE-AND-TWO FAMILY DWELLING 


SBC. | SBC.TYPE |SBC.TYPE I 

INGPM | TYPE! IV ORV OR VI OR V UNPROTECTED 

| ови | PROTECTED | PROTECTED | UNPROTECTED 
Ec оо 
[175 | 3020 | 1700 | 1090 | 790 | 4&0 | 
E Ur ЕТ EE Е а Я 
| 2250 | 4830 | 2420 | 17400 | 1280 | 1710 | 
| 2500 | 5900 | 3320 | 2130 | 1540 | sa | 
[2750 | oso | 39,700 | 2550 | 1840 | мо — | 
[ so | взлоо | алоо | 30:0 | 2180 | 1340 | 
E HEE EN EE N 
| 350 | 112700 | 6340 | 4060 | 2930 | 1800 | 
| arso | 128700 | 72400 | 4640 | 3550 | 2060 | 
| 4o | 145,900 | 8240 | 52500 | 90 | 230 | 
[4250 | 164200 | 92400 | 59100 | 4270 | 2630 | 
[500 | 225200 | 126700 | воо | 5880 — | 3800 | 


36,000 
TABLE 7-5.5 (с) | 
FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS 


1. SCOPE - This table is the procedure for determining fire-flow for all buildings orportions _ 
of building hereafter constructed. This table is not intended to apply to structures otherthan ^^ 
buildings. The fire-flow requirement is the quantity of water in gallons per minute needed to . . 
control an anticipated fire in a building or group of buildings. ши "A c d 


2. DEFINITIONS- Fire Area is the total floor area in square feet for all floor levels within ......: 
the exterior walls, or under the horizontal projection of the roof of a building. Each portion of 

a building separated by one or more four (4) -hour area separation walls with no openings and 
provided with a thirty (30")-inch parapet constructed in accordance with the Building Code may 

be considered as separate fire areas the purposes of determining the required fire flow. 


“ 
3. MODIFICATIONS- Fire-flow requirements may be modified downward for isolated 
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buildings or group of buildings in rural areas or small communities where the development of 
full fire-flow requirements is impractical. Fire-flow may be modified upward where conditions 
indicate an unusual susceptibility to group fires or conflagrations. An upward modification shall 
not be more than twice required for the building under consideration. 


4. FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDING - The minimum fire-flow requirements 
for one-and-two-family dwellings shall be one thousand (1,000) gallons per minute. The fire- 
flow requirements for all other buildings shall be based on construction type as indicated in 
Table 7-5.5 (b). 


B. In buildings with square footage less than the minimum listed in Table 7-5.5b) ISO 

calculations shall be used to determine required fire flow based on construction type. 
EXCEPTION: The required fire flow may be reduced up to fifty (5096) percent when the 
building is provided with an approved automatic sprinkler system, but in no case less than 
seven hundred fifty (750) gallons per minute. In Types | and II construction, only the three 
largest successive floor areas shall be used. 


7-5.5.1 Alternatives to Required Fire Flow. In buildings in non-developed areas of the 
County where fire flow requirements cannot be met due to a lack of a water supply system, 
- an approved fire sprinkler system shall be deemed as an acceptable alternative to the fire flow 
requirements of this code. Such a fire sprinkler system shall be designed and installed in 
compliance with the appropriate N.F.P.A. standard. 


7-7 Detection, Alarm, and Communication Systems. 

7-7.3.1.5 Zone Indicator Panels. In buildings hereafter constructed each floor shall ba 
zoned separately. The fire alarm control panel and/or zone indicator panel shall be located ; 
inside the building within twenty-five (25') feet of a door which provides direct outside access. 
The door shall be clearly marked “Fire Alarm Equipment” in contrasting colors. The letters 
shall be no less than one (1") inch in height. An approved fire department entry system shall 
be provided. There shall be no intervening doors between the access door and fire alarm _; 
equipment. A zone identification diagram shall be located within the area of the fire alarm  * 
control panel. ES 


7-7.3.1.6 Information Affixed to Fire Alarms. All buildings equipped with fire alarms shall 3 
have the following information affixed on or near the fire alarm control panel: > 


Building address; А aem EN 
Building Owner's name; | nr сакати зов 
Owner's Phone Numbers (Day and Night); 

Contact Person In Case of Emergency and appropriate Phone Numbers (Day 

and Night); 

8. Alarm Company/Central Station; and 24 Hour Phone Number 


B fe MN 


The information shall be current and accurate, as well as legible and clearly visible. 
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7-7.3.4.3 Information Transmitted by Central Stations. Central stations, when reporting 
alarms, shall transmit to the fire department dispatch center, or other location as designated 
by the AHJ, the following information: 


Complete address of the alarm. 

Type of call, ie. fire alarm, water flow, medical emergency. 

Alarm users telephone number. 

Central station telephone number. 

Name of central station operator. 

Change in status of active alarms, (ie. additional signals, alarm reset). 
Any other information as requested by the fire department. 


мос А ом a 


Chapter 8 
Occupancy Fire Safety 


8-1 Assembly Occupancies. 

8-1.2.5.1 Standby Firefighters or Fire Safety Specialist. 
Whenever it is essential for public safety in a place of public assembly or any other place 
where people congregate due to the number of persons, or the nature of the performance, 
- exhibition, display, contest or activity, the AHJ may require the employment of one or more 
experienced firefighters, fire safety specialists, or certified police officers, to be on duty at such 
place. Said personnel shall be subject to the AHJ's orders at all times when so employed, and 
shall be in uniform and remain on duty during all times such places are open to the public, or 
when such activity is being conducted. 


8-12.2.3 Open Flame Devices Inside a Covered Mall. The use of open flame с or flne 
producing devices within the mall is prohibited except under such conditions as may be 
approved by the АН.. 


Chapter 13 
Commercial Cooking Equipment 


13-3.2.1 Exception No. 3: In existing commercial establishments when а stove is not being ^^ 


used for commercial purposes, a grease removal - hood system shall not be required if the 


following alternative conditions are met: (A.) Only standard thirty (30")-inch or smaller -.:..; 
residential stove is being used for non-commercial purposes т an existing commercial ‘`` 
occupancy, and, (B.) A notarized Department provided affidavit shall be іп the buildings file -< 

attesting to the specific use of the cooking equipment, and that it is not used for cooking foods -- .. :-: 


which create grease laden vapors and, (C.) A sign shall be posted adjacent to the cooking 
equipment stating the above conditions of use. Letters in the sign are to be one (1") inch in 
height. Evidence documenting use contrary from the stated use shall be grounds for 
revocation of the approval of the alternative and compliance with NFPA 96 or removal of the 
cooking equipment shall be immediately required. 
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16-10 Sale, Handling and Storage of Consumer Fireworks. 

16-10.2 Permits. 

16-10.2.1 Permits for Public Display. Permits for public display shall be regulated by the 
provisions of NFPA 1123 as adopted within this Code and the following: 


Any fair, association, amusement park, other organization, individual or group of 
individuals shall apply to the AHJ of the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue Department 
for a permit for the display of fireworks at least fifteen (15) days in advance of the date 
of display. The application shall contain all of the following information: 


The exact location of the display. 

The number, type and size of the fireworks to be displayed. 

The name and qualifications of the individuals performing the display. 

Proof of liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000.00 (one million dollars), 
minimum, in which the County is named as a co-insured party. 

E. A non-refundable application fee of one hundred ($100.00) dollars. 


oom» 


16-10.2.2 Issuing of Permit. AHJ or his designee shall issue a permit to the applicant upon 
satisfaction of the conditions listed in these sections. 


| 16-10.2.3 Sheriff to Receive Copy of Written Permit. A copy of the written permit shall be 
provided to the Sheriff of the County. 


16-10.7.6 Fireworks. Structures where fireworks, as defined by Chapter 791, Florida 
Statutes, are housed, stored, or sold shall be of non-combustible construction and be provided  . 
full coverage by an approved fire extinguishing system. No other occupancy which is not . zu 
directly related to the principal use of the structure shall be permitted. Such structure shallbe ~ 
freestanding with a minimum of ten (10!) feet from any contiguous building line. em 


Chapter 17 
Flammable and Combustible Liquids 


17-3 Spray Application Using Flammable or Combustible Materials 
17-3.2.1 Exception: Incidental spraying пращи will be allowed provided the Aay 
criteria are met: 


eom x REG er ER 


1. The spray paint орага must not be the primary occupancy, but must be ° er 
incidental to the major use of the building or area as determined by the AHJ. "oA 
2, There shall be no accumulation of residue. 


3 No ignition source shall be allowed within twenty (20) feet in any direction 
from the object being sprayed. This requirement shall extend from floor to 
ceiling. 


Noncompliance with any of the above provisions shall cause the revocation of the privilege 
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of incidental spraying operations. 


Chapter32 
Referenced Publications 


32-1.1.1 NFPA 55, Stora i 
i , ge, Use, and Напа! —- 
Portable Cylinders, 1998 edition, is hereby Mo udi ел 


в: ed 


+ 


$ 
a 


ча 
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STATE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY OF PALM BEACH 
|, DOROTHY Н. WILKEN, ex-officio Clerk of the 
Board of County Commissioners certify this to be a 
true and correct copy of the ori inal filed in my cffice 
on А / A> ; ADO 


DATED at West Palm Beach, FL on 


DOROTHY H. WILKEN, Clerk | 
el Zr СУС D.C. 


